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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1868.

MR. EVERETT'S ORATION.

We need not invite the sttention of our readers
to the el.quent oration of Mr. EverErr, delivered
yestorday at Gettysburg, in commemoration of the
heroio men who fell in the battles at that place
during the three memorable days which opened the
month of July, in this year. W hether regard be had
to the inspiring grandeur of his theme or to the dis-
tinguished repute of the orator for the day, nothing
is wanting to give a vivid interest to this celebration
of cvents ever destined to fill a conspicuous place
in the military and civil annals of the Republic,
for it is perhaps safe to say that on the issue of the
conflicts at that historic point were suspended al-
ternative consequences, involving more of critical
significance in regard to the complexion of our fu-
ture, than have depended un the result of any other

tending parties to the drcad arbitrament which pow
engages the attention, not only of our country, but
of the whole civilized world. To the oclebration
of this great trial of arms, in its preliminary and
attending circumstances, in the military skill and
valor and devotion of which it will remain the
perpetual memorial, and in the far-reaching desti-
nies that hung on its decision, Mr. EVERETT has
brought the resources of that opulent rhetoric to
which the literature of the country is indebted for

stores of his surpassing eloquence.

THE FRENCH EMPEROR'S SPEECH.

We print in another part of to-day’s Intelligen-
cer the specch delivered by the Emperor of the
French on the 5th instant, on the occasion of the
opening of the annual assembly of the legislative
bodies of the Kmpire.

Whatever falls, in such public discourses, from
the lips of the extraordinary man who now. con-
trols the destinies of Fiance is sure to command
sudience throoghout the civilized world, and espe-
cially at the present time, when questions so mo-
mentous, involving the peace of Europe, are await-
ing umpirage, and when, as the Ewmperor truly
says, the military power of France is making itself
felt ¢ at the extremities of the earth—at Pekin and
in Mexico.”

And, if remarkable in its subject-matters, the
present manifesto of the Emperor is equally remark-
able for its form. Discarding the dry and formal
statements to which the Sovereigns of Europe, v8
well those representing constitutional as more un-
limited monarchies, commonly reatrict their legis-
lative addresses, the ruler of the French, in his
present discourse, descends from the throme to
mount the tribune of the orator. In words of min-
gled persuasion and warning, he argues the cases
now pending before the Governments of Earope,
as if he were perfectly aware that their final arbi-
trament must depend on the public opinion of the
Nations, without concurring in which even the
most powerful of monarchs are doomed ultimately
to bear the sword in vain. Maskiog his appeal,
therefore, in avowed conformity to the * ideas of
the age and the wishes of the greatest number,”
and addressing himself to “the conscience and
the reason of statcsmen in all countries” of Eu-
rope, the Emperor holds the following language,
a8 significant in its terms as it is a graphie por-
traiture of the present politiesl situation, resulting
from the apprehensions and the real antagonisma
of the Powers which enter into the political equi-
libriam of the Continent :

“ Have not the prejudices and rancor which divide us
slready lasted long evough 7 Is tha jelous rivalry of the
great Poweras inoessantly to obstruct the progress of civi-
lization 1 Shall we be constantly easting defiance at each
othar by exaggerated armaments 7 Are our most precions
resourcen to be indefinitely exhausted in vain ostentation
of our strength ! Shall we eternally preserve a position
whioh in peither pence with its security nor war with its
chances of sucorss 17

It would be impossible, we think, more aptly
and tersely to deseribe the situation superinduced
in Europe by the mutual suspicions, and jeal-
ousies, and rivalries which prevail among the
great Powers—leading each to fiad, in “a vain
ostentation of strength,” the best assurance of its
immunity from aggression, and thus creating a
ruinous and precarious state of affairs, which the
Emperor sums up as being neither ¢ peace with its
secnrity nor war with its chaneces of snocess.”

It will be scen that the Emperor sammons &
Council of European Sovereigns to pronounce their
award upon the Polish question, and upon all other
questions affecting the relations of the Governments
of Earore in consequence of politieal changes that
have onsucd cince the formation of the treaties of
1815. As we understand the Emperor, he pro-
poses to re-ndjust the ‘“ belance of power” in Ku-
rope acoording to ideas which shall respeoct ¢ pa-
tional aspirations’’ on a larger scale than would be
necessary to meet the case of Poland, and which,
by harmonizing the jarring eloments of politieal
dincord, shall conciliats the hopes and wishes of the
poople with the rights of sovereigns. It remaics
to be scen whother thess sovereigns will meet the
mperor of the Freneh in the conference he in-
tes, and whethes Lis sanguine foreonst of its bone-

ficial sgency in T’-" the disquietudes of Eu-
rope shall be realized. -

Meetings for the encoursgement of voluntesring are

-~
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THE CEREMONIES AT GETTYSBURG. 3
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CONBECRATION OF THE CEMETERY.

The consecration of the National Cemetery at Gettys-
burg, on Thursday last, was an imposiog and very impros-
sive affair. The town was erowded on the previous even-
ing, and the tired multitudes were obliged to sleep in the
churches and in the parlors of the citizens, every available
resting place being occupied.

The special train conveyiog the President aud his com-
pany, ivcludiog Becretaries Seward, Blair, and Usher, of
the Cabinet; the French and Italian Ministers, and other
guests, reached there about half past six o'clock in the
evenivg. The President was greeted at the depot with
much enthusiasm by a large gathering of citizens, who
followed bim to his lodgings at the residence of David
Wills, Eeq., where scon sfter his arrival he was serennded
py the Band of the Fifth New York Artillery, in response
to which the President spoke as follows :

4 low: i 1 thank
you }'o.rptpioi:' o:-,hm yo:. %he i.ndﬁ“:.n:: :r:n’r:o fair one
that you would we for a little while, at least, were I

bmmh.&h;rﬂ. But 1 do net appear
before you for the p so,and for several very
substantial reasons most su

i inl cii; these is that
I bave no epeech ta P is somewhnl
important iu my position that one should not say any fuol-
ish things if be ean help it, and it very often ha Eo::l that
the ouly way to help it is to say nothing at all. F newed
laughter.] Believing that that is my precise position this
ewninp. 1 muet beg of you to excuss me from saying one
word.'

The President’'s appearance was enthusiastieally greeted,
and at the close of his briel nddress he retired amid gen-

eral and prolonged applause.

SPEECH OF MR. SEWARD.

After serenading the President, the band proceeded to
the residence of Mr. Harper, adjoining, where Secretary
Seward was stopping, and serenaded him also.
Mr. Seward acknowledged the compliment by making a
brief speech, as fullows :
* Fellow citizens: I am now sixty years old and up-
wards. I have been in public life, pructicslly, forty years
of that time, snd yet 1hls is the first time that ever any
people or community 8o near to the border of Maryland
was found willing to listen to my voiee. And the reason
was that I saw, forty years ago, opening before this people
a grave-yard that was to be filled with brothers falling in
mutual political combat. I knew that the cause that was
hurrying the Union into that dreadful strife waa slavery,
and when I elevated my voice, it was to warn the. people
to remove that cause while they could by constitutional
means, and so avert the catastrophe of civil war which has
fullen upon the pation. .
I am thaokful that you are willing to hear me at Jast. I
thank my God that I believe this strife is going to end in
the removal of that evil which onght to have been removed
by pesceful means and deliberate counsels [Applauss. )
I thank my God for the hope that this is the last fraterial
war which will fall upon the country that has been vi.uch-
sufed to us by Heaven—the richest, the brightest, the most
beautiful, the most magnificent, the most eapable of a glo-
rious destiny of any country that God has ever given, to
apy buman race; and tbat when that cause is removed,
simply by perishing as the cause and the agent of & treason
that is wilg:nt {uoﬁﬁuﬂnn and without paraliel, thence-
forth we shall indeed be & Union—one country, having
only one hope, one ambition, and one destiny. [ Applauss. )

'Fhen. to-morrow, if we have not known it belore, we
shall know that we are not enemies, but that we are friends
and brothers; that this Union is a reality, for it is one
eommon country; and we shall mourn, I am sure, with
equal sincerity, over the grave of the misguided insurgent
whom we have consigned to his lnst resting-place, and pity
him with the same sincerity and the same heartfolt grief that
we mourn over the brother by whose hand, raised in de-
fence of the Government to which we all owe allegiance,
that misguided brother fell.
And when we part to-morrow night, let us remember
that we owae it to our country, that we owe it to mankind,
that this war sball have a triumphant eonclusion in the
establishment of a demoeratic Government upon the sim-
ple prineiple that whatever party or portion of the pation
.wf prevail in our eleetion that party shall be respacted
end maintained in power until it shall give place, upon
spother trial, and after anather verdict, to a different par-
ty of a different portion of the people. [Applause.] With-
out that let me tell you that you are drifting, st once and
irreaistibly, to the very verge of the destruction of all gov-
ernment. With that principle this Government of ours
will be the best, the first, and the psppiest in the world,
aod may be, and, so far as we are concerned, will be, im-
mortal. | Cheers.] Fellow-citizens, good night.

Mr. Seward was warmly applauded at the conclusion of
his address.
The same train that conveyed the President to Gettys-
burg had on it many other distinguished civilians and offi-
cers, amongst whom were noticed Governor Curtin, of
Pennsylvania ; Governor Morton, of Indiana; Governor
Tod, of Ohio; Mr. Brongh, the Governor eleet of the same
State ; Gen. Cameron, Iste Becretary of War, and Geos,
Stooemsn, Doubleday, Stahl, and other officers in the
military rervice. Governor S8eymour, of New York, was
also present, and made s patriotic specch in presenting &
standard to one of his regiments.

Marshal LAMON, of the District of Columbia, and his spe-
cial Aides, and many of the Assistant Marshals appointed
by the Governors of the different States, had previously

arrived,
THE PROCESSION,

At an early hour on Thoreday morning the streets of
Gettysburg were thronged with the gatheriog thousands.
At pine o'clock the military portion of the proesssion ba-
gan to assemble on Carlisle street, north of the publie
square, and the civie portion on York strest. From s
tall flag-staff in the ceotre of the squars, and on all the
public buwildings and many private houses, the national
ensign was displayed at half-mast, and soon the mournful
booming of mioute guns smote upon the ear, imparting to
the otherwise joyous featurss of the oecasion a touch of
sadness that led the thoughful to realize that as a nation
we must sorrow whilat we rejoice for the great deliverance
here achieved through the glorious snecess vouchsafed to
our arma by the blessing of n mereiful Providence

At ten o'clook the procession commenced moving over
the route designated toward the Cemetery, according to
the programme published in the Intalligencer of Tuesday
1nat,

The wilitary portion of the procession was headed by
A -q!t‘ndwn of cavalry, followed by Major Gen. Couch
and Staff.

The Fifth New York Ariillery Regiment, from Balti-
more, with their fine battery, were next in line, present-
ing n splendid nppearance.

Gen. Echenck nnd Stafl were alao present. Next came
the Marshal in-Chief, Werd H. Lamon, Esq., apd his nu-
merous stafl of Aides. wearing yellow and white scarfa,
with tri-colored rosettes on breast, and black and
white shoulder knots.

Next cama the President of the United States, and Sec-
retaries Seward, Usher, and Blair, all finely mounted.

T'he ramainder of the procesmion was chicfly componed
of warious civie bodies. ;

The bead of the procession renched the platform erscted
in the centre of the cemetery a quarter befors noon, and
when all the different bodies had aesumed their respective
positions around the platform, B, B. Freneh, Enq , one of
the Chief Marshal's Aides, gave the mignal, and the solemn
ceremonies wera commerosd by the performanes of a fu
neral dirge by the band.

A most impressive pn‘yar waa offered by Rev, Thowas
H. Btookton, Chaplain of the House of Repressntatives,
during which the most profound silence tmuilad and very
many wers affscted fo tears. The touching pathos of the
venerable divine, the occasion, and the scene presented,
waa at onoe most affecting, and not a few ayes not ncons
tomed to weep were bathed in tears. The President evi-
dently felt ly, and, with the venerable stateaman and
patriot, Hon. Edward Everett, who was by his side, made
no effort to hide his emotion.

ing one.  The battle

The scens was & grand and im
fiold Iny like n panorama in full view, and the heroism
f-llll‘ad{lvh d on the opening of July seemed to be re-
enacted in the imaginations of the bebolders.. The sur-
rm:‘ndi!l. troops, the vast mmm..nd the iui'niag.:
nation’s mourning made up a scene thal oan never be
gotten by thowe who 'u:' resent.

At the conclusion of lh.m the band sppropriately

holdivg in Messaolusette aad other parts of New England.

rsormed the grand old hymn of Luther, *Old Hun-
re. -" ]

Marshal Lamon then introduced the Hon. Edward
Everett, who advanged to the front of the platform and
pronounced the elogquent oration which we had the ples-
sure of placing before our readers in yesterday's Intelli-

neer.

”When Mr. Everett had concluded the following Hymn,
eom by Hon. B. B, French, was sung with excelleut
effect by the Baltimore Glee Club :

"Tis holy ground !
This spot, where, in their graves,
We place our Country's braves,
Who fell in Freadom's holy cause,
Fighting for Liberties and Laws.
Let tears abound.

Here let them rest !
And summer’s heat and winter's cold
Shall glow sod freeze above this would ;
A thousand years shall pass away;
A Nation still shall mourn this olay,
Which now is blest,

Here, where they fell,
Ofl shall the widow's tear be shed,
Oft sball fond parents mourn their dead,
The orphan here shall kneel and weep,
And maidens, where their lovers sleep,
Their woes shall tell. {

Great God in' Heaven !
Sball all this sacred bloed ba shed—
Shall wa thus mourn our glorous dead,
O, shall the end be wrath and woe,
The knell of Freedom's overthrow—
A Couutry riven !

It will ngt be !
We trust, oh"God, thy gracious power
To aid us in our darkest bour.
This be our prayer, ** Oh Fuather, save
A people’s freedom from its grave—
All praise to Thee "

SPEECH OF THE PRESIDEET,

The PRESIDENT then appeared at the foot.of the plat-
form, and, upon being introduced by the Marshal, was vo-
ciferously cheered by the vast audience. He spoke as
follows :

‘“Four secre and seven years ago our fathers brought
forth on this continent & new nation, conceived in liberty
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal. [Applause ] Now we are engaged in a groat
civil war, testing whether that nation, er any other nation
#0 conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are
oow on & great battle-field of that war. We are met to
dedicate a portion of it as the final restingplace of those
who bere gave their lives that that nation might live. 1t
is altogetber fitting and proper that we should do this.
Bar, in a larger sense, we cannot dedieate, we cannot con-
secrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here bave consacrated it
far above our poor power to add or to detract. [Ap-
plause,] The world will little note nor long remember
what we may say here; but it can never forget what they
did here. [Applanse.]

It ia for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to
the unfinixhed work that they hnve thus far so nobly car-
ried on. [Applause.] It is rather for us herato be dedi-
cated to the great task remaining before us ; that from this
bonored day we take inereased devotion'to that cause for
which they here gave the last full measure of devotion ;
that we bere highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain. | Applsuse:] That the nation sball, under
God, have s pew birth of lreedom; and that Governments
of the people, by the people »nd for the people, shall not
perish from the esrth. [ Long-continued applause. ]

After the ceremonies were concluded, a salute was fired
by the wrtillery, and the military portion of the procession
re-formed and escorted the President to his lodgings, where
he was subsequently visited by a large number of citizens.
He returned to Washington in a special train, which left
Gettysburg about seven o'clock, and arrived bhere about
Lone o'clock on Friday morning.

THE MILITARY ELECTION IN MARYLAND.

By the following letter from the Hon. Joun W.
CrisFierp, which we find in the Somerset (Md.)
Herald of the 17th instant, it will be seen that the
unlawful interference of the military with the clec-
tion in that Congressional distriet has been brought
to the notice of President LINcOLN, who promises
to hold the offenders to a proper account :

Prixcess ANNE, (Mn.) Nov. 14, 1863,

The outrages perpetrated at the recent election demand
inveatigation. The subject has been brought to the notice
of the President of the United States, and he has responded
in the following letter :

Execurive MANsioN,
Washington, November 11, 1863.
Hon. M. Brag,

My Dear Bik: Mr. Crisfield's letter, which you enclose,
is received, Let Mr. C. procure the sworn statements of
the election judges, at any voting placs, as to what may be
deemed misconduet of any military officer, and pressnt it
to me, snd T will call soy such officer to ace unt who shall
by such statement appesr to have violated or tra ded
his orders. A. LixcoLn.

I ivvile all persons having knowledge of the miscondnet
of any military officer at or in reference to the recent
election to give information thereof by affidavit duly at-
tested. The sworn statements of the election judges are
preferred ; but, when these cannot conveniently be had, the
sworn statements of any credible person eompetent by the
laws of this State to give evidence will be received, and
forwarded to the President

Newspapers favorabls to free alections will aid the pre-
servation of that inestimable right by giving publicity to
t1is notice. J. W. CrisrigLD,

LOSS OF A MONITOR. *

A few days ago we recorded the safe arrival at San
Francieco of the moniter Camanche, which was built 1o
Jersey City, and was shipped on the ship Aquila for that
distaut point. The citizens had searcely got over their
congratulations upon the presence of an iron-clad in their
barbor when a severe gale set in; during which, on Mon-
day last, the Aquila, still baving the Camanche on board
as eargo, broke from her moorings, stove in her bottom,
and sank, with ber bow in forty feet and her stern in twenty
feet of water. Every effort is making to save ber eargo,
(the monitor, ) and the Intest despatoh expresses the opinion
that it will be saved, and hopeas sre enlertained also of
raising the ship in condition to be repaired, though ber
hull is greatly damaged.

PRISONERS FROM RICHMOND.

The steamer City of New York arrived at Annapolis on
Wednerday with about three hundred and fifty sick and
wounded of our prisoners from Richmond. Six of them
died on the voyage and the rest aré said to be in a terrible
coudition, having been almost literally starved to death.
Mesars. William Btanpers of Town, and A, Hinea of Mem-
phin, two citizaus enptured lnst May at Greenville, (Miss )
and eonfined in Libby prieon most of the time sinee, sre
nmong the returned prisoners. These gentlemen repre-
sent matters in Richmond as daily growing worse. No
ment bad been insued for twelve days. They say that,
while the officers had received the contribubions sent, those
for the soldier= and citizens were not yet distributed. On
their paasage down the river they passed & steamer loaded
with clothing and provisions on ita way to City Point.
They confirm the statements that nothing sent to citizens
or suldiers bad ever been deliverad by the rebels until the
recent interference of Government,

The Richmond Enquirer of the 16th instant states that
twenty-one hundred of our prieoners in Richmond have
been sent to Danville : also, that Lynchburg has sent an

invitagion for several thousand, and they will be sent up
this week.

Oar renders will be grieved to learn that Admirsl Sne-
BRICK bas been Inboring for severnl days under a severs
indisposition, whieh han caused his frisnds some anxisty,
more perhaps from the violence of the attack than from
the nature of the disesse. Yenterday morning the eritical
state was passcd, and he had on::leboi rallied The
strength of & constitution unimpaired by fifty-seven years
of uoremitted labor in the aserviee of

his country bas
triumphed over the malady, ' b

| ing, of eoursa, the natur
| of either sex and of every age, to withstand the inrond of

ADDRESS
OF
HON,, EDWARD EVERETT,

DELIVERED AT GETTYSBURG, NOVEMBER 19,
AT THE

. CONSECRATION OF THE CEMETERY

Prepared for the Interment of the Remaina of those who fell
on the lat, 2d, and 3d July, in the Baitles at that Place.

It was appointed by law in Athens that the obsequise of
the eitizens who fell in battle should be performed st the
public expense, and in the most honorable manner, Their
bones were carefully gathered up from the faneral pyre
where their bodies were consumed, and brought home to
the city. There, for three days before the interment, they
lay in state, beneath tents of honor, to receive the votive
offerings of friends and relatives—Howers, weapons, pre-
cious orusments, painted vases, (wonders of art, which
after two'thousand years adorn the museums of modern
Europe)—1bé last tributes of surviving affection. Ten
coffins of funeral eypress received the honorable deposit,
one for each of the tribes of the city, and an eleventh in
memory of the unrecognised, but not therefore unhonored,
dead, und of those whose remains could not be recovered.
On the fourth day the mournful procession was formed ;
mothers, wives, saters, daughters, led the way, and to
them it was permitted by the siruplicity of anecisnt man-
ners to utter aloud their lamentations for the beloved snd
the lost ; the male relatives of the decensed followed ; eiti-
zens and strangers closed the train. Thus marshalled they
woved to the place of interment in that famous Ceramious,
the most beautiful suburb of Athens, which had been
adorned by Cimon, the son of Miltiades, with walks and
fountains and columns; whose groves were filled with
altars, elrines, and temples; whose gardens were aver
green with streams from the neighboring hills, and shaded
with the trees sacred to Minerva, and coeval with the
foundation of the city: whose eireuit enclosed

‘“ the olive grove of Academe
Plato's retirement, where the Atiic bird
Tiilled bis thick;wurbled note the summer long,"

whose pathway gleamed with the monuments of the
illustrious dead, the work of the most consummate mas-
ters that ever gave life to marble. There, beneath the
overurching plane trees, upon a lofty stage erscted for the
purpose, it was ordained by law that a funeral oration
should. be pronounced by some citizen of Athens, in the
presence of the assembled multitude.

Such were the tokens of respeet required by law to be
paid at Atheus to the memory of those who had fallen in
the oause of their country. To those alone who fell at
Marathon a peculiar hovor was reserved, As the battle
fought upon that immortal field was distinguished from
all others in Grecian history for its influence over the.for-
tunes of Hellas, a8 it depended upon the event of that day
whetber Greece should live a glory and a light to all eom-
ing time, or ehou'd expire like the meteor of & moment,
#o the honors awarded to its martyr-beroes were such as
were bestowed by Athens on no other oceasion. They
alone of all her sons were entombed upen the spot which
they had forever rendered famous. Their names were in-
scribed upon ten pillars erected upon the monumental
tumulus which covered their ashea, (where after six hun-
dred years they were read by the traveller Pausasias,) and,
aithough the columns, beueath the hand of barbarie vie-
lence and time, have long sincs disappeared, the venerable
mound still warks the spit where they fought and fell—

“That battle-field, where Persin's victim horde,
First bowed beneath the bront of Hella's sword."”

And shall I, fellow-citizens, who, after an interval of
twenty three centuries, a youthful pligrim from s world
uoknown fo ancient Greecs, have wandered over that illas-
trious plain, ready to put off the shoes from off my feet, as
one that stands oo boly ground ; have gazed with respect-
ful emotion on the mound which still protects the remains
of those who rolled back the tide of Persian invasion, and
rescued the land of popular liberty, of letters, and arts
from the ruthless foe, stand uomoved over the graves of
our dear bretbren, who but yesterday, on three of those
all-important days which decide a nation's history—dsys
on whose issue it depended whether this august republi-
ean Upion, founded by some of the wisest statesmen that
ever lived, cemented with the blood of some of the purest
patriots that ever died, should perish or endure—rolled
back the tile of an invasion not less unprovoked. not less
ruthless, than that which eame to plant the dark banner
of Amatic despotism and slavery on the free soil of
Greeco! Heaven forbid' And could I prove so ineensi-
ble to every prompting of patriotic duty and affaction, not
ouly would you, fellow-citizens, gathered, many of you,
from distant States, who have come to take part in these
pious offices of gratitude—you, respected fathers, bre
thren, matrone, sisters, who surround me, ory out for
shame, but the furms of brave and patriotic men who
fill these honored graves would heave with indignation be-
neath the eod. .

We bave nesembled, friends, fellow-citizens, at the in-
vitation of the Kxecutive of the great Central State of
Pennsylvania, seconded by the Governors of eighteen other
loyal States of the Union, to pay the last tribute of respect
to the brave men who, in the hard fought battles of the
1at, 24, and 34 days of July last, laid down their lives for
the eountry on these hill-m and the plains spread out
before us, and whose remains have been gathered-into the
cemetery which’ we eonsecrate this day. As my eye
ranges over the fields whose sods were so lately moisten-
ed by the blood of gallant and Joyal men, I feel, as never
befure, how truly it was said of old that it is sweet sod
becoming to die for one's country. I feel as never before,
how justly, from the dawn of history to the present time
men have paid the homage of their gratitude and admira-
tion to the memory of those who nobly ssorifice their lives
that their fellow-men may live in safety. And if this tri
bute were ever due, when—to whom—oeould it be more
justly paid than to those whose last resting place we this
day commend to the blessing of Heaven and of men 7

I‘ur connider, my friende, what would have been the
coneequences to the country, to yourselves, and to all you
hold dear, if thosa who sleep beneath our feet, and their
gallant eomrades, who survive to serve their country on
other fields of danger, had failed 1 their duty on thoss
memorable days. Consider what, at this moment, would
be the condition of the United States if that noble Army
of the Potomne, instead of gallantly and for the second
time beating back the tide of invasion from Maryland aod
Pennsylvania, had been iteell driven from these well.-con-
tested beighte ; thrown back in confusion on Baltimore,
or tiampled down, discomfited, scattered to the four
winnds, at, under the ciroumstances, would not have
been the fate of the Monumental City, of Harricburg, of
Philde!rhii. of Washington, the eapital of the Union,
each und every one of which would have lain at the merecy
of the evemy, acoordingly as it might have pleased him,
spurred ouly lzd]u-ion. flushed with vietory, and confi-
dent of contanned suoceas, to direet bis course 1

For this we must bear in mind is cne of the great les-
sona of the war, indeed of every war, that it is impossi-
bles for a people without milibary organization, inhaviting
the citiea, towns, and vill of an open eountry, includ.
proportion of non eombatants

a veleran army What delence can be made by the in-
linbitants of villages mostly built of wood, of eitiea unpro-
teated by walls, nay by a population of men, however
high-toned and resolute, whose sged parents demnnd their
care, whose wives and children are clustering about them,
against the charge of the war-horse whose neck is clothed
with thunder, against flying artillery, and batteries of
rifled eannon planted on every commanding émemencs,
aguinst the onwet of trained veterans led by skilful chiefs ?
No, my frisnds, army must bs met by army: battery by
battery ; aquadron by squadron ; and the shock of organ-
ized thousands must be encountered by the firm breasts
and valiant arms of othrr thoussnds ns well organized
and as skilfully led. It is no reproach, therefors, to the
unarmed population of the country to say that we owe it
to the brave men who sleap in their beds of honor befors
us nod their gallant surviving sassocintes, not merely that
your fertile fnu., my friends of Pennsylvania and ;
Isnd, were redeemed from the presence of the invader,
but that your beautiful capitals were not given up to
thmbu! plunder, perh.lr_hld in ashes, Washj
seized by the enemy, and s blow struck at the heart of the
nation,

Wiio that bears me has forgotten the thrill of joy that
tnu through the country on the 4th of July—suspicious

day for the glorious tidinge, and rendered still more so by
the simultaneous full of Vicksburg, when the telegraph
flashed through the land the assurance from the President
of the Uni Btates that the Army of the Potomae, un-
der Gen. Meade, hisd sgain amitten the invader? Sare I
am that, with the aseriptions of praise that rose to Henven
from twenty millions of freemen, with the scknowledg-
ments that hreathed from patriotie lips throughout the
length and breadth of America to the surviviog officers
and men who had rendered the country this inestimab.e
service, thera beat in every loyal bosom a throb of tender
and sorrowful gratitude to the martyrs who bad fallea on
tLe sternly contested field. Let a nation's fervent thanks
make some amends for the toils and sufferings of those who
survive, Would that the heartfelt tribute ceuld penstrate
these honored graves!

In order that we may comprehend, to their full extent,
our obligatidns to the martyrs end surviving herces of
the Army of the Potomae, let us contemplate for & few
momente, my friends, the train of events which oulmi-
nated in the battles of 1at, 2d, and 3d of July. Of this
stupendous rebellion, planned, as its originators boast,
more than thirty years ago, matured aud prepared for
during sn eotire generation, finally commenced because,
for the firet time sinee the sdoption of the Constitution,
un election of President had been effected without the
votes of the Bouth, (which retained, however, the eon-
trol of the two other branches of the Government;) the
oceupation of the national capital, with the seizure of the
publie arehives and of the treaties with foreign Posrers
wus an essentinl feature. This waa in substance, within
my personal knowledge, admitted, in the winter of 1860-"1,
by one of the moat influential lenders of the rebellion
and it waa fondly theught that this object conld be effeoted
by # bold and sudden movement on the 4th of March,
1861 'There is abundant proof, alao, that a dirker pro
jeet was contemplated, if not by the respousible chiefs
of the rebellion, yet by nameless ruffians, willing to play
& subsidiary and murderous part in the treasonable drama.
It was aceordingly maintsined by the rebel ewmissaries
abroad, in the eircles to which they found access, that
the new Ameriean Minister ought not, when he arrived,
to be received as the envoy of the United States, iuas-
much as before that time Washington would be eaptured
and the capital of the nation and the archives and muui
menta of the Government woull be in the possession of
the Confederates. In full necordance also with this threat,
it wan declured by the rebel Beeratary of War, st Maont-
gomery, in the presence of his chief and of his collengues,
and of five thousand hesrers, while the tidings of the na-
ssult on Sumter were travelling over the wires on that
fatul 12th of April, 1861, that before the end of May * the
flag which now flaunted the breeze | an he expressed '|11
would float over the dome of the Capitol at Washington.*

At the time this threat was made the rebellion was con-
fined to the cotton-growing Btates, and it was well under-
stood by them that the only hope of drawing suy of the
other slavehulding States iuto the conapiracy was by bring-
ing about & couflict of arms, and “ firing the heart of t e
South” by the effusion of blood, This was declared by the
Charleston press to be the object fur whkieh Bumter was to
bomlultﬂr:‘a.ud the emissaries sent from Richmond to
urge on the unhallowed work gave the promise that with
the firat drop of blood that shou'd be shed Virginia would
place herseif by the side of Bouth Carolinn.

In pureuance of this origioal plan of the leaders of the
rebeliion, the capture of Washington has been continuslly
had in view, not merely for the sake of its publie buildings,
as the eapital of the Confederacy, but as the necessary
prelimioary to the absorption of the Border States, sod for
the moral effect in the eyes of Europe of possessing the
metropolis of the Union.

I allude to these facts, not perbaps enough borne in mind
a8 asufficient refutation of the pretence on the part of the
rebels that the war is ene of self-defence, waged for the
right of self-goveroment. It is in reslity & war origioally
levied by ambitious men in the eotton-growing States, for
the purpose of drawing the slaveholding Border States
into the vortex of the conspiracy, first by sympathy, which
in the case of Bouthea-tern Virginia, North Carolina, part
of Tenuesses, and Arkanaas succeeded ; and then by foree,
and for the purpose of subjugating Western Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Esstern Teunncssce, Missouri, and Manyland ; and
it is & most extraordinary fact, considering the clamors of
the rebel ehie 8 on the subject of invasion, that not a sol-
dier of the United States bas entered the States last named
except to delend th ir union-loving inhabitants from the
armies and guerrillas of the rebels.

In conformity with these designs on the city of Wash-
ingtou, and potwithstanding the disastrous results of the
in¥asion of 1862, it was determined by the rebel Govern-.
ment last summer to resutne the offennive in that direction.
[Tnable to force the passape of the Rappabannock where
Gen. Hooker, notwithstanding the reverse at Chanoellors-
ville in May, was strongly posted, the Confederate Gene-
ral resorted to strategy. ﬁe bad two objects in view.
The first was by » rapid movement northward, snd by
maneceavering with a portion of his army on the east side
of the Blue Ridge, to tempt Hooker from his base of ope-
rationg, thus Jesding him to uncover the mpproachbes to
Washiogton, to throw it open to a raid by Stuart's caval-
ry, and ennble Lee himse!ll to eross the Potomse in the
neighborhood of Poolesville and thus fall upon the eapital.
This plan of operations was wholly frustrated. The de-
sigo of the rebel General was promptly discovered by Gen.
Hooker, and moving himself with great rapidity from Fre-
d:ricksburg, he pressrved unbroken the ioner line, and
stationed the various eorps of his army st all the points
protecting the approach to Washington, from Centrevilie
up to Leesburg. From this vantage ground the rebel Ge-
neral in vain attempted to draw him. In the mean time,
by the vignrous operations of Pleasonton's cavalry, the
eavalry of Stuart, though greatly superior in numbers, was
80 erippled as to be disabled from performing the part ne-
signed it in the eampaign. lo this waoner Gen. Lee's
first object, viz. the defeat of Hooker’s army on the south
of the Potomse and s direct mareh oo Washington, was
baffled.

The second part of the Confederate plan, and which ia
supposed to have been nndertaken in opposition to the
views of Gen. Lee; was to turn the demonstration North-
ward into s real invasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania,
in the bope that, in thin way, Gen. Hooker would be
drawa to a distance from the eapital ; that some opporin-
nity would docur of taking him st disadvantage, and, after
delenting his army, of making a descent upon Baltimors
and Washington. This part of Gen. Lee's plan, which
waa subatantinlly tha repetition of that of 1562, was not
lens sigunlly defeated, with what honor to the armes of the
Union the beights on which we are this day sssembled
will forever attest.

Much time had baen uselessly consumed by the rebal

eneral in bis unavailing attempts to out manosavre Gen.
gluml!n Although Gen. Lee broke up from Fredericks-
burg on the 3d of Juoe, it was not till the 24th that the
main body of his army entered Maryland, and instead of
crossing the Potomae, as he had intended, enst of the Blue
Ridge, he was compelled to do it at Shepherdatown and
Willismsport, thus materially dersnging his entire phn of
oswpnign north of the river. Stuart, who bad been sent
with his cavalry to the east ¢f the Blue Ridge, to guard
the passes of the mountains, to mask the movements of
Lee, and to harass the Upioo gencral in crossing the
river, having been very seversly handled by Plonsonton at
Beverly Ford, Aldie, and Upperville, instead of being able
to returd Gen. Houker's advance, was driven himsell awny
from his eonnexion with the army of Lee, and ent off for
a fortuight from all communication with it; & circum-
stanoe to which Gen. Lee, in his report, alludes more than
once, with evidentdispleasure. Letus now rapidly glancs
at the incidents of the eventfol eampaign.

A detachment from Ewell's corps under Jonkina had
penetrated on the 150h of July as far as Chambersburg
The movement was intended st first merely as & demon-
stration, and se & marandiog expedition for supplies. It
had, however, the salutary eflect of alarming the eountry,
and vigorous preparations bere in Penusylvania aod in the
pister States were mada to repel the inroad. Alter two
days passed at Chambersburg, Jenkine, snxious for his
communieations with Ewell, fell back with hir plunder to
Hageratown. Here he remained for seversl days, and,
baving swept the recesses of Cumberland valley, oame
down upon the enatern flank of the Bouth Mountamn, sud
pushed nis marauding parties an far e Waynesboro. On
the 224 the remainder of Ewell's corpa crossed the river
nnd moved up the valley, They were tollowed on the 24th
by Longatreet and Hill, who erossed at Willinmsport and
Shepherdstown, and, pushing up the vallef® enenmped at
Chbambersburg on the 27th. In this way the whole rebel
army, estimated at 90,000 infantry, upwards of 10,000
cavalry, snd 4,000 or 5,000 artillery, waking a total of
105,000 of all arms, was conesntrated in Pennsylvanis,

Up to this time no report of Hooker's movements had
been received by Gen. Lee, who, having been deprived of
his cavalry, bad no mesns of obtaining information.
Rightly judging, however, that no time would be lost by
the Union army in the pursnit in order to detain it on the
onatern side of the mountaing in Maryland and Penosyl-
vania, and thus preserve his communications by the way
of Willinmaport, he had, before his own arrival at Cham-
bersburg, directod Ewell to send detachments fiom his
eorps to Carlisle and York. The latter detachment under
Enrly passed through this place on the 26th of Juns.
You need not, fellow-eitizens of Gattagburg, that I should
recall to you those muments of alarm and distress, precur-
#0ra s they were of the more tryiog scenes which were
#0 soon to follow.

mere feint to draw him away from Waabington, he moved
bimself rapidly in pursuit. = Attempts, as we have seen,
were made to harass and retard bis passage seross the
Potomao, These attempts were not only sltogether un-
suceeseful, but so unakilfully made as to place the entire
Federnl army between the cavaley of Stuart and the army
of Lea. While the latter was massed in the Cumberland
valley Stuart was east of the mountaine, with Hooker's
army between and Gregg's cavalry in closa pursuit. Stuart
was accordingly eompelled to fores s mareh northward,
which was destitute of all atrategical charseter, nud which
deprived his chief of all mesos of obtaining intelligence.

0 time, as we have seen, had been lost by Gen. Hook-
er in the 'Tmlut of Lee,  The day after the rebel army
entered Muryland the Union army erossad the Potomnc st
Edwards Ferry, and by the 23th’lay between Harper's
Ferry and Frederick. The force of the enemy on that
day was partly at Chambersburg and purtlr moving on the
Cushtown road in the direction of Gettysl urg, while the
detachments from Ewell's corps, of which meution bag
been made, had reached the Busq nah opposite Har-
risburg and Columbia. That a greal battle must soon be
fought no one could doubt, bul, in the spparent and per-
haps real absence of EM on the part o ioe, it was im-
&;nible to foretell the precise scene of the ensounter. ,

herever fought, consequences the most momentous hung
upon the result. !
In this eritieal and anxious state of affairs, Gen. Hooker
was relieved and Gen. :Meade was summoned to the chisf
coinmand of the army ; and 1t appears to my unmilitary
judgment to reflect the highest eredit upon him, upon his
predeceasor, and upon the sorps commanders of the Army
of the Potomae, that a changs could take place in the
chiel command of #o large & force on the eve of a general
battle—the various corps necessarily moving on lines some-
what divergent, and all in iguorance of the enemy's in-
tended point of eoncentration—and not an hour's hesi-
tation should ensue in the advance of any portion of the
entire army.
Hnving assumed the chief command on the 23th, Gen.
Meada directed his left wing under Reynolds upon Em-
metteburg and his right upon New Windsor, leaving Gen.
French with 11,000 men to protect the Baltimore and
Obhio rmilroad snd convey the publie property from Har-
per's Ferry to Washington. Buford’s cavalry was then at
this ‘]:[lcu. and Kilpatrick at Harover, where he encoun-
tered and defeated the rear of Stuart’s cavalry, who was
roving the country in search of the main aray of Lee.
On the reb | ride, Hill had renched Fayetteville, on the
Cashtown road, oo the 28th, and was followed on the same
rond by Loogstreet on the 20th. The eastern side of the
mountain, as seen from Gettysburg, was lighted up at
night by the camp-fires of the enemy’s advanee, and the
country swarmed with his foraging parties. It was now
tow evident to be questioned that the thunder-cloud so long
gathering blackn es would oon burst on some part of the
devoted vicinity of Gettysborg.
The 30th of June was a duy of important preparation.
At ball past eleven in the morning Gen. Bulord passed
through Gettysburg, upon a reconnoisanece in force, with
his envalry, upon the Chambersburg road. The informa-
tion obtained by him was immediately communicated to
Gen, Iteynolds, who waa in consequence directed to ocou-
E! Gettysburg. That 'pllmt officer accordingly, with the

irst Corps, marched from Emmettsburg to within six or
seven miles of this place and encamped on the right bank of
Marsh’s Creek, Our right wing meantime was moved to
Manchester. On the same day the corps of Hill and
Longstreet were pushed still fyrther forward on the
Chambersburg road and distributed in the vicinity of
Marsh's Creek, while a reconnvissance was made by the
Couf-derate General Pettigrew up to a very short distance
from this place. Thus st nightfall, on the 30th of June,
the greater part of the rebel force was concentrated in
the immediate vicinity of two corps of the Union army,
the former refreshed by two days fnnad in comparative
repose, and deliberate preparation for the encounter, the
Intter separated by a march of one or two days from their
supporling corps, sud doubtful at what precise point they
weure to expect an attack.
And now the momentous day, a day to be forever re-
membered in the annals of the country, arrived. “Early in
the mc rning on the 1st of July the confliet bagan. I need
not sny that it would be impossible for me to compriss,
within the limits of the hour, such & narrative as would do
any thing like full justice to tbe all-important events of
these three great duys, or to the merit of the brave officers
and men of every rank, of every arm of the service, and
of every loyal State, who bors their part in the tremen-
dous struggle—alike those who novly sscrificed their livea
for their country, and those who survive, many of them
sourred with fonorable wounde—the objects of our ad-
miration and gratitude. The astonishingly minute, scou-
rafe, and graphbic sccounts contained in the journala of the
day, prepared from personal observation by reporters who
witnessed the scenes and often shared the perils which
they describe, and the higbly valusble “* Notes” of Prof.
Jacubs, of the University, in this place, to which I am
grestly indebted, will abundantly supply the deficiency of
my necessarily too condensed statement.”

Gen. Reynolds, on arriving al Getiysburg in the morn-
ing of the Ist, found Buford with bis eavalry warmly en-
unged with the enemy, whom be held most gallaotly in
check. Hastening himself to the front, Gen. Reynolds di-
rected his men to be moved over the fields from the
Emmettsburg road, in front of McMillan's ands Dr,
Sehumcker's, under cover of the Semioary ridge, and
without & momeut’s hesitation attacked the enemy, at the
sume lime sending orders to the Eleventh Corps (Gen.
Hownard's) to advanes as promptly as possible. Gen.
Reynolds immediately lqundp himseif engaged with a foree
which greatly outnumbered his own, and had searcely
mnde his dispositions for the astion when be fell, mortally
wunnded, at the bead of his advance. The command of
the First Corps devolved on Gen. Doubleday, and that «f
the ficld on Gen. Howard, who arrived at 11.30 with
Schurz and Barlow’s divisions of the Eleventh Corps, the
Iatter of whom received a severe wound. Thus strengths
ened, the sdvantage of the battle was for some time on our
#'de. The nttacks of the rebels were vigorously repulsed
by Wadsworth's divimion of the Eleventh Corps, and a large
number of prisoners, including Gen. Archer, were cap-
tured. At length, however, the continued reinforcements
of the Confederates from the main body on the Cashtown
rond, snd by the divisions of Rhodes nod Enrly, coming
down by separate lines from Heidlersberg and taking post
on our extrems right, turned the fortuues of theday. Our
army, after contestiog the ground for five hours, was
obliged to yield to the enemy, whose foree outoumbersd
them two to one, and townid the close of the afternoon
Gen. Hownrd deemed 1t prudent to withdraw the two
corpa Lo the helghts where we are now assen The
greater part of the First Corps passed through the out-
skirts of the town, and resch.d the bill without serious
Toss or molestation.  The Eleventh Corps and portions of
the First, not being aware that the enemy had already en-
tered the town from the north, attempted to foree their
way through Washiogton sod Baltimore streets, whioh,
i the erowd and oonfusion of the scene, they did with &
heavy losa in prisooers.

(ien. Hownrd was not uoprepared for this turn in the
fortunes of the day. Early in the morning he had cansed
Cemetery Hill to be oceupied by Gen. Steinwehr, with
the Third Division of the Eleventh Corps. About the

* Beeides the soaroes of information mentionad in the text,
I have been kindly savored with u memorsadam of the ope-
rations of the three daye drawn up for me by direction of
Mujor Gen. Meade, (suticipating the Eﬂ‘l’ﬂ&. of hia offi-
olnl report,) by one of his sides, Col. Theodore Lyman, from
whom also 1 have received other important eommunications
relative to the campuign. | have recsived very valuable
docamenta reltive to the battls from Major Gen. Halleck,
commander-in-chief of the army, and have been much ns-
sisted in drawing u) the sketch of the eampaign by the de-
iniled reports kindly transmitted to me in man from
the Adjitant Genersl's office, of the movements of every
corps of the army, for ench day, after the breaking up from
Fredericksborg commenced, | have derived much assistance
from Col. John B. Batohelder's oral sxplanations of his bean
tiful aud winute deawing (wbout to be e ved) of the feld
of the three duys’ struggle. With the mformation derived
frow these soarces, | have pared the st s in Gen.
Lea's official report of the campaign dated 31 July. 1861, a
well written artiels, p rport’ loﬂ an aeeonnt of the three
days’ battle, in the Kichmond Enquirer of the 224 ot Jaly ;
nod the nrticle on “ The Battle of yeburg and the Cam-
aign of Pennsylvania.'’ by wo officer, apparently s Colonel,
i the British army, in Blackwood’'s Magusine for September,
The value of the information contwined in this last essay may
be reen by comparing the remark under date 27th of June,
that ““ privite property isto be rigidly prot & the
statement in the next sentence bui one, that *' wll the satile
and fiurm horses having been seized by Ewell farm lubor had
come 10 & complete stund atill.”  He also, ander date of July
Ath, spenkes of Les # retreat being encombered by ‘' Ewell
immenge train of plunder,’ This writer informs us that, on
the eveniog of the 4th July, he heard ** m.-hs in from
the ditferent (Jencrals that the enemy ( ‘s Army) waus
retivang, sud hsd been doing so nll w leng.'' Atas eonsul
tation i headguarters on the Gth, between Generals Lee,
Longstreet, Hull, and Wileox, thin writer was told by some
one, whose name he pradent'y leaves in blank, that the xrmy
bid no intention'at present of retrsating for good, and that
wome of the enemy’s MINM‘%WN in which
the following words ocoeur : * The noble bat unfortanate Army
of the Patomao has baan 6b to retreat bafors superior
numbera'” 1 m regret that Moade's official report
was not pablished in season to enable me to take full advan-
wge of it in the brief sketch of the battl s of the
three days contained in thin address. It reschad ms but the
morning before Lhess pages wore sant to the prees,

An soon an Gen. Hooker perceived that the advance o)

into the Cumberland valley was not &

[ Continmed on fourth page.]
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